REGULATIONS FOR OPENING, CONDUCTING BUSINESS AND CLOSING REBEKAH LODGES
OPENING THE LODGE
Noble Grand (giving one rap with the gavel). Officers and members, we have assembled for the purpose of transacting business in the Rebekah degree. The officers will assume their stations, the members will be seated and the Guardians will close the doors.

The Inside Guardian shall ascertain that the Outside Guardian has assumed that station and that the outer door has been closed. The Inside Guardian will then secure the inner door and report from that station.

Inside Guardian. Noble Grand, the outer and inner doors are closed.

After the Guardians have closed the doors, no one shall be admitted, except to the anteroom, until the lodge is regularly opened.

Noble Grand. Warden, prove those present according to our laws and usages.

The duty of the Warden is to receive the term password (to be given in full), and the permanent password (to be lettered). Remember that the Warden never gives the password. First, the Warden receives the password from the Noble Grand, then from the Conductor, those appointed to assist and finally from every person in the lodge room. The Warden shall then retire to the anteroom without form and receive the same passwords from the Outside Guardian and the term password from other persons therein. The Warden is not required to respond with any part of the passwords. If any one is present in the' lodge room without the appropriate password(s), the Warden shall so report to the Noble Grand.

Having made the examination, and finding all correct, the Warden shall say:
Warden. Noble Grand, all present have proved themselves in the passwords of the Rebekah degree.

When a lodge uses the Flag Ceremony the form provided herein shall be used at this time. See pages 11-14.
DUTIES OF OFFICERS
Noble Grand. Inside Guardian, retire and assume the duties of the Outside Guardian and request that officer to enter the lodge room.

The Inside Guardian retires and relieves the Outside Guardian.

The Outside Guardian enters the lodge room without giving alarm, and then takes station of Inside Guardian.

Noble Grand. Outside Guardian, what is your duty?
Outside Guardian. To secure the outer door and permit no one to enter the anteroom without the permission of the Noble Grand unless qualified in the term password or in possession of an unexpired card or official certificate showing dues paid in advance.

The Outside Guardian is not required to respond with any part of the password.
Noble Grand. Return to your station and request the Inside Guardian to enter.

Outside Guardian returns to station.
Inside Guardian returns to the lodge room without giving alarm and resumes that station.
Noble Grand. Inside Guardian, what is your duty?

Inside Guardian. To attend the inner door, see that all who enter are in proper regalia, permit no one to enter who is not qualified and allow no one to retire without the permission of the Noble Grand.

The Inside Guardian will require the name, rank, and Rebekah lodge name and number in which membership is held for each person seeking admission, all of which must be reported to the Vice Grand. When directed to admit the member if correct by the Vice Grand, the Inside Guardian will require the permanent password to be lettered. The Inside Guardian must not respond by giving any part of the word.
Noble Grand. Conductor, what is your duty?

Conductor. To conduct candidates through the mysteries of the degree, assist the Warden in the duties of that office and see that all persons who enter the lodge room advance and give the working sign correctly.

Noble Grand. Warden, what is your duty?

Warden. To prove those present before the lodge is opened in the passwords, see that the room is in order and to care for the regalia.

Noble Grand. Musician, what is your duty?

Musician. To preside at the instrument during the opening and closing ceremonies, also during the meeting whenever required, striving to strengthen the bonds of friendship with melody.

The above is used only in lodges where a Musician is appointed.

Noble Grand. Color Bearer, what is your duty?

Color Bearer. To present and retire the flag of our country escorted by the Warden and Conductor and to see that it is properly cared for.

The above is used only in lodges where a Color Bearer is appointed.

Noble Grand. Secretary, what is your duty?

Secretary. To keep accurate records of all proceedings of the lodge.

Noble Grand. Financial Secretary, what is your duty?

Financial Secretary. To keep correctly the accounts between the lodge and its members, receive all money due the lodge except when otherwise provided and pay the same to the Treasurer at the close of each regular session.

When all the Secretarial Duties are performed by one officer, the title of such officer shall be "Secretary' and the duties shall be those of the Secretary and Financial Secretary combined as defined above. 
Noble Grand. Treasurer, what is your duty?

Treasurer. To be correct, careful and honest and secure the lodge against any loss, or possibility of loss. To pay all orders drawn by the Noble Grand and attested by the Secretary. To render assistance where it is needed and at the time it may be required and to report the balances of all funds at regular sessions.

Noble Grand. Vice Grand, what is your duty?

Vice Grand. To officiate in my station, act for the Noble Grand in the absence of that officer and render assistance in the performance of the business of the lodge.

Noble Grand. Chaplain, what are the general duties prescribed for our members?

Chaplain. To live peaceably, do good unto all as we have opportunity and especially to obey the Golden Rule: "Whatsoever ye would that others should do unto you, do ye even so unto them."

Noble Grand. May all our duties, one to another, be faithfully performed.

Noble Grand calls up the lodge.

Noble Grand. The members will sing the Opening Ode.

OPENING ODE
(Tune — What A Friend We Have In Jesus

For alternate tunes, see 'Official Rebekah Music Book'.)
Brothers of our mystic union,

Sisters of our social band,

Here in peaceful, pure communion, 

We at Friendship's altar stand.

Love unfurls her banner o'er us

Truth will guide us on our way

Faith illumes the path before us

Hope a future bright display.

Charity that faileth never,

Calls to worship at her shrine, 

Here we bow and pledge forever, 

Labor in her cause divine.

When the clouds of sin and sadness

Shroud in gloom the weary head,

Then in peace, and joy, and gladness, 

Shall the light of love be shed.

Noble Grand. The Chaplain will please invoke the blessing of the Supreme Ruler of the Universe upon this meeting.

Chaplain. Almighty God, our Creator and Preserver, we invoke Thy blessing upon the members of this lodge and the entire Order. May we be ever faithful to the principles of Odd Fellowship so that benevolence and charity may be promoted. Bless the widow and orphan and all in affliction or distress and relieve their necessities.

"Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name: Thy kingdom come: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven: Give us this day our daily bread: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. AMEN."

Noble Grand. Officers and members, advance the working sign.

The Noble Grand will respond with the answer.
Noble Grand. Warden, declare this lodge opened.

Warden. I declare this Rebekah lodge open for the transaction of any business that may be legally brought before it.

Noble Grand. Let all our thoughts and actions be guided and controlled by the principles of steadfast friendship and eternal love.

Noble Grand seats the lodge.
Noble Grand. Inside Guardian, inform the Outside Guardian that the lodge is open.

Vice Grand, I place the inner door in your charge.

Inside Guardian retires and re-enters without form.
The Noble Grand, after affording an opportunity for those to enter who are in waiting, will proceed to business by giving one rap with the gavel for silence and order which will be repeated by the Vice Grand.
The Outside Guardian enters and addresses the chair. The Outside Guardian is permitted to remain in the Lodge room during business, but shall retire to the anteroom upon alarm at the outer door or to accompany visitors or candidates till such time they may be admitted into the Lodge room.
Order of Business
1. Roll call of officers.

2. Introduction of visitors.

3. Reading the record of the last session.

4. Members reported sick or in distress.

5. Report of Visiting Committee.

6. Bills read and referred.

7. Report of Committee on Finance.

8. Communications read and action completed.

9. Reading of applications for membership.

10. Reports of Interviewing Committee.

11. Balloting on applications for membership.

12. Conferring the degree.

13. Reports of Committees.

14. Unfinished business.

15. New business.

16. Good of the Order.

17. Financial Report.

18. Closing the lodge.

   The order of business herein arranged is merely suggested. It may be changed to suit the convenience of the lodge or the lodge may use an order of business prescribed by its Grand Lodge or Rebekah Assembly.

CLOSING THE LODGE
Noble Grand. Officers and members, our business being concluded you will assist in the closing ceremonies.

Noble Grand calls up the lodge.

Noble Grand. The members will sing the closing ode.

CLOSING ODE
(Tune — Auld Lang Syne

For alternate tunes, see 'Official Rebekah Music Book'.)
Good night! a truthful, kind adieu;

May joy be with you all

Who here the social bond renew 

And love our sacred hall.

Good night! Our Order's triple chain 

Keep ever strong and bright;

Each evil act and thought restrain.

Adieu! Good night! Good night!

Noble Grand. The members will be attentive while our Chaplain invokes the Divine blessing.

Chaplain. Almighty Father, we pray You to bless whatever good we have accomplished at this time and forgive what we have done amiss. We now commend ourselves to Your care and protection. The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord lift up His fatherly countenance upon us and give us peace now and evermore. AMEN.

The Noble Grand is personally responsible for the safekeeping of rituals and shall see that all are accounted for and a record made in the minutes of the meeting.

Where the flag ceremony has been observed, the Noble Grand shall direct the appropriate officers to proceed as provided on pages 11-14.
Noble Grand. Vice Grand, you will perform the last duty of your station.

Vice Grand. The members will unite with me in reciting the Rebekah Creed.

REBEKAH CREED
I am a Rebekah.

   I believe in the Fatherhood of God, the Brotherhood of man, and the Sisterhood of woman.

   I believe in the watchwords of our Order—Friendship, Love, and Truth.

   Friendship—is like a golden chain that ties our hearts together.

   Love—is one of our most precious gifts. The more you give, the more you receive.

   Truth—is the standard by which we value people. It is the foundation of our society.

   I believe that my main concern should be my God, my family and my friends.

   Then I should reach out to my community and the World, for in God's eyes we are all brothers and sisters.

I am a Rebekah.

Noble Grand. Warden, you will declare this lodge closed.

Warden. I declare this lodge closed.

Noble Grand gives one rap with the gavel, which is repeated by the Vice Grand.
